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mission of youth ministry. 

By Mindi Godfrey

It’s useless to rise early  

and go to bed late,

And work your worried fingers  

to the bone.

Don’t you know he enjoys giving rest 

to those he loves?

–Psalm 127:2

As a girl, I was in Girl Scouts. 
I loved the cookies (eating 
them more than selling 

them). 

But mostly, I loved earning 
badges. 

Sewing, cooking, crafts, sing-
ing, camping – the list goes on. 
It was so exciting to be able to 
add another badge to my sash.

Today, in our world, it seems 
that the badge we all try hard-
est to earn is the badge of 
“busyness.” 

In our efforts to reach teens, 
it is so easy to get caught up in the doing 
which leads to busyness. We can always do 
one more thing to reach one more student. 
But often the real seduction of busyness is 
that it’s safer to do rather than to be.

In the midst of our activity, we can base 
our value on our efforts. It becomes easy to 
focus on producing more and more stud-
ies and events so teens meet Jesus. It’s 
important to not neglect friends and family; 
to strive for healthy relationships in our 
personal lives so that we’re a good reflection 
of Jesus. 

None of these are bad things, but they dis-
tract us from the one thing God 
desires most from us: ourselves.

God lovingly hand-crafted 
each and every one of us. As 
one of the pastors I volun-
teered for said, he is “tickled 
silly pink, madly in love with 
us.” 

And if you’re tickled silly pink 
madly in love with someone, 
you’re simply not thinking 
about what they are doing 
for you. You’re thinking about 
when you can be with them, 
what they’ll say next, what will 
delight them. 

We often show our love for 
God through our actions – acts 

of worship, acts of service, acts of devotion. 
We forget to simply be with him. We forget 
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CALENDAR

January 15-17, 2007
Youth Missions Net-
work Forum in Orlando. 
Missions-minded youth 
pastors and missions spe-
cialists are invited. Go to 
youthgoglobal.com.

National Mentor 
Recruitment Training 
Event, September 24-27

Here’s your invitation to join us: 
www.mentoryouth.com/trainingpromo. 
(A Flash plug-in is required to view.  
Visit www.mentoryouth.com if you 
need help downloading Flash.) 

This event is co-hosted by 
MentorYouth.com, a division of the 
National Network of Youth Ministries, 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delin-
quency Prevention, and the Corpo-
ration for National and Community 
Service.

See You at the Pole 
Resources Available

See You at the Pole is Sep-
tember 27. 

Look for the SYATP bro-
chure coming to you in the 
mail this week.

To order resources, con-
tact the SYATP Resource 
Office in Texas at (817) HIS-
PLAN between 9am-5pm, 
Central Time. 

Website: www.syatp.com.
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that with God, we can be as we are. We can let our 
hair down; we can talk or not talk; we don’t have to 
do anything but just show up. 

But simply showing up with our true selves is 
risky. It requires us to be vulnerable. And being 
vulnerable with God – even when our head knows 
He loves and forgives us – can be scary for our 
hearts. Just to “be” in God’s presence requires us to 
drop all our efforts and striving, and come holding 
nothing – except who we are.

For me, when I stop the busyness and simply 
show up saying, “God, here I am” – and then just 
wait in His presence – I can finally hear His whispers 
to me. 

There’s always a moment of fear that He’ll roll out 
the list of my mistakes and errors – my sins – and I’ll find myself 
rejected. But instead, I hear Him whisper of His love for me and 
His desires for me. 

We want your feedback on TAKE 5.   
Send your comments to  
take5@youthworkers.net  
or fax to (858) 451-6900.
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And in those moments, I can let go of the striving 
and busyness and rest in His arms. I can receive His 
love and get glimpses of the desires He has for me. 

I find that as I leave these times, I have this over-
flow from my heart, of my true self. And from that 
overflow, ministry tumbles out. I’m a better reflec-
tion of my heavenly Father when I’ve spent time 
simply being in His presence.

As we head into the back-to-school season, 
there’s always much to be done in youth ministry. 
Regular programs that were on summer hiatus 
return; there are new youth workers to recruit and 
train; new students to welcome and get con-
nected; small groups to launch…the list is endless. 

This fall season, let’s trade our badges of busy-
ness for dates with our beloved. Let’s write these dates in our 
calendars and respect them like every other appointment: no 
postponing or rescheduling. 

And during those dates, let’s turn off our computers, PDAs 
and cell phones. Let’s leave behind the devotional books and 
personal retreat guides. Let’s leave our offices and meet God in 
the park, at the beach – someplace quiet and secluded. 

And in those moments, may we be still long enough to hear 
the whispers of love and find the rest that comes from being 
held in our Father’s arms. 

Mindi Godfrey is on the leadership team for YMWomen.
com, the youth ministry network for women. She brings 
to her role two decades of youth ministry experience 
ranging from associate director of student ministries at 
a megachurch to small group leader. As the Partnerships 
and Customer Service Coordinator for Youth Specialties, 
she resources and encourages network and denomina-
tional leaders. Mindi is completing a certificate in Spiritual 
Formation and Direction through Christian Formation and 
Direction Ministries. She is single and lives in San Diego.
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In the Network family
Our hearts and prayers go to the family of Chris 

Renzelman, our Northwest Regional Coordinator. 
Chris and Rebecca’s 20-year-old daughter Paige 

was killed in a tragic 
car accident on Satur-
day, July 8 near their 
home in the Seattle 
area. 

She is also survived 
by her sister, Angela 
Gillen (married 
to Jake). News of 

the accident was carried on Seattle television 
station KOMO, and a story is posted on their 
website at http://komonews.com/news/story.
asp?ID=44330. Also, the King County Journal 
wrote an excellent article about the memo-
rial service: http://www.kingcountyjournal.
com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060713/
NEWS/607130318. 

We are asking the Network family to pray for 
the Renzelmans during this difficult time. If led, 
you can send a note of encouragement to Chris at 
crenzelman@nnym.org. 
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